AVI ATI ON TERM NAL FORECASTS (D- 31)

5. Requests for Preparation of New Termi nal Forecasts or for
Expandi ng Exi sting Part-Tinme Term nal Forecast Services.

Requests by the FAA to establish new term nal forecast service or
to expand the hours of existing part-tinme term nal forecast
service, stating the validated requirenent, should be sent to the
appropriate RAM (or equivalent) for evaluation. The NWS region
shall reconmmend the FAA request be approved or di sapproved based
on availability of data (refer to Section 5.1) and NW5 resources
to support the newly requested termnal forecast(s). The

regi onal recomendation shall be forwarded to the Chief,

I nt egrated Hydroneteorol ogi cal Services Core of the NW& O fice
of Met eor ol ogy.

At | ocations where part-tine manual observations are repl aced

wi th 24-hour autonated observations, part-tine term nal forecast
service is not automatically increased to 24 hours. Any

i ncreased term nal forecast service nust be requested by the FAA
and eval uated by the NWS based on availability of data and NWS
resour ces.

Requests by local aviation interests, airlines, or any source

ot her than the FAA to establish new term nal forecast service or
to expand the hours of existing part-tinme term nal forecast
service shall be forwarded by the receiving NWs office to the
appropriate NWS5 regi onal headquarters. The NWS regional office
shall forward the request to the appropriate FAA regional office.

Upon NWS Headquarters approval, the NWS Regi on responsible for
the requested term nal forecast shall respond to the appropriate
FAA regional office to notify themif the request was approved or
di sapproved. |If the request for a new termnal forecast(s) is
approved, the responsi ble NAS Region shall also initiate and
submt a Data Review G oup (DRG Request for Change to add the
term nal forecast to the appropriate NW5 communi cation systens.
Once the DRG has approved the request, the DRG shall arrange for
the product(s) to be added to the appropriate NWS conmuni cati on
systens, the FAA's Weat her Message Swi tching Center Repl acenent
(or its replacenent), the Fam |y of Services, and other
appropriate federal data communi cations systens. The requesting
FAA regi on shoul d be advised that the new term nal forecast
service will not begin until it has confirmed arrangenments that
the FAA communi cati ons system can accommodat e the product.
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5.1 Availability of Observations Required to Initiate New

Term nal Forecast Service. As part of the procedures to
establish a termnal forecast for an airport where the NWS i s not
currently preparing one, airport operators shall, at a mninmm
ensure regul ar hourly and special observations of the foll ow ng
weat her el ements:

wi nd velocity (speed and direction)
visibility

weat her and obscurations

sky condition

t enperature

dew poi nt tenperature

altinmeter setting

Absence of any one of the elenents |isted above fromeither the
observation itself or supplenentary and/ or conplenentary data
sources on a regular basis shall preclude the NWs agreenent to
initiate new termnal forecast service for that |ocation.

Conmi ssi oned automated surface observation sites providing

Aut omat ed Surface Cbserving System (ASOS) or Automated Wat her
observing System (AWDS) - 3-type observations (see FAA

docunent 7900.5A, Surface Weather Cbserving - METAR, Chapters 4
and 5) and neeting either of the follow ng conditions, shall be
eligible for term nal forecast service:

a. Attended or unattended aut omated surface observation
sites with systens that neet or exceed the performance
speci fications of the ASOS, and which the M C of the office that
woul d i ssue the associated term nal forecast determ nes have
sufficient supplenentary, conplenentary and/or augnented
observation data coverage and avail ability.

b. Automated surface observation sites, with systens that
nmeet or exceed FAA-specified AWOS-3 performance requirenments, and
that the MC of the office that would i ssue the associ ated
term nal forecast determ nes have sufficient supplenentary and
conpl enment ary observati on data coverage and availability and/or
that have appropriate manual augnmentation by certified observers.
Appropriate manual augnentation is defined as that which adds, as
a mninmm those elenents provided by conm ssioned ASOS systens
that are not otherw se avail able froman AWS- 3.

Augnent ati on shall be provided in accordance with the agency
agreenents with augnenters (refer to FAA docunent 7900. 5A,
Surface Wather Observing - METAR, Chapters 4 and 5). |If the
elements |isted above are reliably provided, it is NWS policy
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that the total available data, including those fromrenote sensor
systens such as satellite, radar, profilers, etc., shall be
sufficient to support initiation of new term nal forecast service
for that airport, and to support preparation and mai ntenance of a
term nal forecast issued under the procedures, including
amendnent procedures, detailed in this chapter.
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